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(Hijl%) Betimes my friend came out, but I, still
feeling the strange beauty of the scene, stood
for a while hidden in the shade, and so perceived
his host, instead of forthwith hastening to retire,
open the shutters a little wider, as if to gaze upon
the moon; and, as he could not have known that
he was being watched, it must have been because
he was at all times fond of such things. I heard

that he soon after passed away.

[&*} 8] Donald Keene “Essays in Idleness” (H3FlI
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(Fil#%) In due time, the gentleman emerged, but
I was still under the spell of the place. As I gazed
for a while at the scene from the shadows, some-
one pushed the double doors open a crack wider,
evidently to look at the moon. It would have been
most disappointing if she had bolted the doors
as soon as he had gone! How was she to know
that someone lingering behind would see her?
Such a gesture could only have been the product
of inborn sensitivity.

I heard that she died not long afterwards.
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